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INT. DAY. OFFICE RECEPTION AREA.

IN BLACK, HARVEY and CAROL can be heard, along with the

dings and sounds of an elevator doing its

thing. Appropriate MUSIC plays. FADE IN to elevator

doors.

HARVEY (OC)

All right. Let’s gather

ourselves. Deep breath. Ready?

CAROL (OC)

Ready.

HARVEY (OC)

Okay.

HARVEY AND CAROL (OC)

"Star, smile, strong."

They forcefully inhale and exhale. FADE IN to elevator

doors. The doors open and HARVEY, a 50-something man, and

CAROL, early 20s, emerge.

HARVEY

Demo?

CAROL

Check.

HARVEY

Powerpoint?

CAROL

Check.

HARVEY

Are you ready to change your life?

CAROL

You bet. Just one thing.

HARVEY

What?

CAROL

Are you sure we can pull this off?

They approach the RECEPTIONIST.

HARVEY

Hi. I’m Harvey Gorman and this is

Carol Burdette, and we have a ten

(MORE)
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CONTINUED: 2.

HARVEY (cont’d)

o’clock appointment with Derek

Rand.

RECEPTIONIST

I don’t think he’s available.

HARVEY

But we have an appointment.

RECEPTIONIST

Yeah. Except . . . well

She points toward the elevator bank. A middle-aged man in a

suit is being hustled toward the elevator by plain clothes

police.

HARVEY

Are those handcuffs?

RECEPTIONIST

It’s not a friendship bracelet.

CAROL and HARVEY look at each other.

HARVEY AND CAROL

"Adapt, adopt, and improve."

HARVEY

(to RECEPTIONIST)

Is there anyone else we might see?

RECEPTIONIST

I’m sorry. You are--?

HARVEY

Harvey Gorman and Carol

Burdette. We’re from Keaton,

Chaplin, Langdon, and Lloyd.

She just stares at him.

HARVEY (CONT)

It’s an ad agency.

RECEPTIONIST

Let me see what I can do.

As the RECEPTIONIST dials a number, CAROL and HARVEY turn

and head toward the seating area. The RECEPTIONIST can be

heard talking to someone on the phone.
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CONTINUED: 3.

CAROL

(sotto voce)

This can’t be good.

HARVEY

(also sotto voce)

It ain’t over ’til it’s over.

RECEPTIONIST

Mr. Foreman?

HARVEY

Gorman.

RECEPTIONIST

Right. Mr. Hendricks will be right

out.

HARVEY

(to CAROL)

Now all we have to do is get this

Hendricks guy to look at our

Powerpoint and the demo, and just

charm him.

THE RECEPTIONIST can be heard making another call.

RECEPTIONIST

(with significance)

Yes, this is Monica on the 7th

floor. Mr. Hendricks wanted me to

call and tell you that Sally is

here, but we don’t think she’s

brought her lunch. That’s

right. Thank you.

CAROL

Right. Same thing, different guy.

HARVEY

Exactly.

CAROL

Have you heard of this Hendricks

guy before?

HARVEY

No. But who cares. He’ll be just

another corporate stooge.

CAROL

Unlike you and me.
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HENDRICKS, a suit-clad corporate stooge, enters the

reception area. He goes to the desk and the RECEPTIONIST

points toward HARVEY and CAROL.

HARVEY

This is him.

They stand and wait to greet him.

HENDRICKS

(approaching)

Mr. Bormann?

HARVEY

Gorman.

HENDRICKS

Sure. I understand you had a

meeting set up with Derek Rand?

HARVEY

(going into sales mode)

That’s right. Let me introduce

myself--ourselves. My name is

Har--

HENDRICKS

That’s really not necessary.

HARVEY

But if we’re going to be doing

business--

HENDRICKS

I think it’s very unlikely that

we’ll be doing business.

HARVEY

Can we at least show you the demo?

HENDRICKS

What demo?

CAROL

The demo of the TV commercial.

HENDRICKS

What TV commercial?

HARVEY

We made a deal with Derek for a TV

commercial.

(CONTINUED)
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HENDRICKS

A TV commercial? How would he have

been involved in that?

HARVEY

Well, we assumed that as Senior

Vice President of Marketing and

Corporate--

HENDRICKS

He wasn’t vice president.

CAROL

Senior vice president.

HENDRICKS

He was a clerk in Accounts Payable.

HARVEY

That’s--That’s not good.

HENDRICKS

We think he had stopped taking his

lithium. Some time ago.

CAROL

Oh. Manic depressive. Right?

HENDRICKS

Yes. It seems so.

CAROL

So, it was delusions of grandeur.

HENDRICKS

I’m not a doctor, so I--

CAROL

In retrospect, that would explain a

lot.

HARVEY

I just have one question.

HENDRICKS

Yes?

HARVEY

Are those security people standing

behind me?
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HENDRICKS

Yes.

HARVEY

In that case, we won’t be taking

any more of your time.

CAROL

Have a nice day.

They turn and the SECURITY PEOPLE escort HARVEY and CAROL to

the elevators.

CAROL

We’re going to be in so much

trouble when we get back to work.

HARVEY

Don’t worry. I have a plan.

INT. DAY. THE OFFICES OF KEATON, CHAPLIN, LANGDON, & LLOYD.

HARVEY and CAROL are standing outside an office door which

bears a nameplate for Joseph Keaton, Jr. their conversation

is caught in progress.

CAROL

Okay.

HARVEY AND CAROL

"Star, smile, strong."

They inhale and exhale.

HARVEY

Ready?

CAROL

Yeah. Just one thing.

HARVEY

What?

CAROL

Are you sure we can pull this off?

HARVEY shrugs. He knocks quietly and opens the door.


